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MORAVIAN DIARIES OF TRAVELS THROUGH 

VIRGINA. 

Edited by Rev. William J. Hinke and Charles E. Kemper. 



(continued) 

Diary of the Journey of Rev. L. Schnell and V. 

Handrup, 1 to Maryland 2 and Virginia, 

May 29TH to August 4, 1747. 

July 6th. We were rowed over the Caneketschik* [Conoco- 
cheague] and went our way with a happy heart. But it was 
very hot, so that the perspiration rolled down freely. 

In the evening we came to the Patomik River, being very 
tired. We stayed with an Englishman over night. Our poor 
lodging place reminded us that Jesus had also lain in a stable. 

July 7th. Early in the morning we crossed the Patomik,* 
and then crossed the mountains. At noon we came to the Hot 
or " Health Springs ," 5 where we observed for awhile the many 

■Vitus Handrup arrived in Pennsylvania in December, 1746. In 1748 
he was a member of the " Economy " at Bethlehem. Returned again 
to Europe. See Reincke, Register of Moravians, p. 74. 

* The first part of the journeys of these Moravian missionaries was 
always the same. From Bethlehem by way of Lebanon, Lancaster, 
York, Pa., Frederick and Hagerstown, Md., to the Potomac. See 
Journal of Bishop Spangenberg, Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 235. 

"In the Special Report attached to this diary, Mr. Schnell adds the 
following: " Canekechick " [Conococheague], where many Lutherans 
and Reformed people live, who have no minister, could also be supplied 
[from Monocacy], for they are only a day's journey apart. I have been 
invited, if I should return, to preach for them." 

'It is probable that the missionaries crossed the Potomac at Watkin's 
Ferry, at the mouth of the Conococheague, where Williamsport is now 
situated. See Schnell's Diary of 1749 in Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, 
p. 130, and his itinerary in the present number, also Schlatter's Journal 
in Life of Rev. Michael Schlatter, p. 173. 

6 Now Berkeley Springs, Morgan county, West Virginia, already 
"famed" when visited by Washington on March 18, 1748. See Wash- 
ington's fournal of My foumey Over the Mountains. 1747-8, Albany, 
1892, p. 29. 
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sick people. We continued our journey for some distance over 
a poor road. Handrup became very weak owing to the heat. 

July 8th. Since we learned that we would not find a house to- 
day for thirty miles, but only mountains and bad roads, we took 
a man with us who conducted us over the mountains. It was 
a way the like of which I have not seen in America. In the 
evening we came to an Englishman * with whom we stayed over 
night. 

July 9th. We crossed the North Branch this morning, and 
again saw no house for twelve miles. Then we met a German, 
at whose house we rested for a while. 

July 10th. Our host showed us the way over two high moun- 
tains. We came upon a large rattle snake, but it remained 
quiet till we had passed. In the afternoon we came to Bettesseri s 
Creek'' [Patterson's Creek], where a large number of German 
settlers live. We tried to get something to eat, but found little 
bread. We comforted ourselves with the thought that our 
Saviour, in his hunger, ate the grain in the field. When we 
entered a certain house we found a woman who scolded much 
about the Herrnhuters 8 [Moravians]. She said she would take 
care that she would not be led astray by them. When she 
heard that I was a minister, she asked whether I baptized chil- 
dren? She had a child which was not yet baptized. She 
brought me several books to show me her Christianity. We 
soon left, but asked that it be announced that I would preach on. 
the following Sunday. We came to W. D. [William Degart], 
whom I asked whether I could preach in his stable, for the 

•Probably Thomas Cresap, with whom the missionaries usually stayed. 
See Schnell's Journal of 1749, Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 118. 

'In his Special Report, Schnell describes Patterson Creek as follows : 
" I visited a place called ' Betesstns Creek ' [Patterson's Creek], where 
many German's live, interspersed among Low Dutch [Hollanders] and 
English New Lights. The High Germans are a poor people, internally 
as well as externally. I preached twice for them. They expressed a 
desire that I should come again. Several New Lights asked me 
to come to them. They were very friendly to me." 

s So called from one of their chief settlements at Herrnhut in Saxony. 
Here the Renewed Church of the Brethren was organized on June 17, 
1722. Reichel, Early History, p. 3. 



MORAVIAN DIARIES THROUGH VIRGINIA. 57 

houses are all very small and poor. He was immediately willing 
and promised to assist us as much as he could. He also sent 
out a messenger that evening to announce the service. 

July nth. We stayed in our church to-day, being very happy 
in the Lord. The Sabbath was a blessing to us. Our host 
spoke much with us on religious matters. He is a sincere man. 

July 1 2th, Sunday. High German, English and Low German 
people [Hollanders] assembled for the sermon. They brought 
eight children whom they asked me to baptize. There was a 
suspicion among the people that I was a Moravian, but the 
Lamb came with his divine power upon the people. They 
waited till afternoon, when I preached another sermon, which 
the Lamb blessed. Many complained about their forsaken con- 
dition, that they had not been to the Lord's Supper for four 
years for want of a minister. The people asked us to come 
again if possible. We had much pity for them. 

July 13th. Our host asked us much to-day about Bethlehem 
and the Moravian religion. I answered as much as was neces- 
sary. Then a man from Canachogery [Canajoharie, N. Y.], 
asked me if I were a minister. I answered: "Yes." He said 
that five years ago one from Philadelphia had been up to see 
him. He had pretended to be a Lutheran minister, and that 
I looked exactly like him. He had been a deceiver. (He 
meant Burleus.*) Our host became very fond of us. 

July 14th. Our host traveled with us thirty miles to help us 
along. On the way he announced [to the people] our service. 
In the evening we passed the South Branch ,0 safely and came to 

•This is John Christopher Pyrlaeus, who was born in Saxony, Ger- 
many. He emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1 741. Ordained a presbyter in 
1742. Zinzendorf appointed him as his assistant in Philadelphia, where 
his presence caused considerable trouble. Returned to Europe in 1751. 
See Reichel, Early History of Moravians, pp. 89, 104 ; Reincke, Reg- 
ister of Moravians, p. 81. 

10 Of the South Branch Schnell writes as follows in his Special Report: 
"Forty miles from there [Patterson's Creek] is the ' Soud Brentch ' 
[South Branch], which flows between high mountains. It is settled for 
more than sixty miles. Many Germans live there, who have no minis- 
ter. I had pity for these people, to whom I preached twice. The doc- 
trine of free grace tasted well to them, and they learned to love me very 
much." 
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the Germans there. Several came to our lodging place. When 
they heard that I was a minister, they complained about their 
need, that for many years they had heard no sermon. They 
especially asked me to baptize their children. An Englishman 
also came, saying that he had heard that I was a Lutheran min- 
ister, and asking me where I had preached in Pennsylvania. I 
named several places, among them Bethlehem. He said: 
"Well, there is no Lutheran congregation there, but Mora- 
vian." I assured him that there were not ten Moravians in 
Bethlehem. " He was surprised and could not comprehend it. 

July 15th. We went to a German, M. J. [Matthias Joachim], 
whom I asked whether I could preach in his house on Sunday. 
He said: "Gladly, if you preach the pure gospel according to 
our Christian custom." I told him he would have to examine 
and see for himself. Then he consented. He offered us his 
house to lodge in, if we did not know where else to go, and 
would be satisfied with their poor farmers' fare. We said: 
" Yes." In the evening I held a prayer service. 

July 16th. Our hostess asked me why I would not baptize any 
children. She said there was great need of it. Ministers sel- 
dom came to them, and if one did come, but refused to baptize 
children, it was too bad. She said that two years ago one had 
been there, who had baptized twenty-two children at one time. 
There are again several children there. In the evening I again 
conducted prayer service. 

July 17th. A considerable number of people assembled to- 
wards noon, to whom I preached from John 7: 37: " Whosoever 
thirsteth let him come to me and drink." After the sermon the 
people complained about their poor condition, that they had no 
minister, while in Pennsylvania there were so many. They 
asked me to stay with them. Then they brought about six 
children, whom I should baptize, but I had to refuse. 

July 1 8th. It was Sabbath. We spent the day in prayer. 

" Schnell meant to say that there were not ten persons in Bethlehem 
who had actually been born in the Austrian Kingdom of Moravia. The 
term " Moravians " was at that time very distasteful to the " Church of 
the United Brethren," or Unitas Fratrum, as they preferred to call them- 
selves. But the name Moravians has clung to them, in spite of their 
protests. 
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July 19th. Sunday. Many people assembled, to whom I 
preached. The power of God and of the blood of Christ was 
felt among the hearers. Soon afterwards we bade farewell to 
our host, who had entertained us very kindly for four days. 
They wished us much success and blessing on our journey, ask- 
ing us, if we should again come to their neighborhood, to visit 
them by all means. We would be welcome day or night. After 
wishing the Lord's peace upon them, we left them and traveled 
eight miles farther. 

July 20th. We started early on our way. We found no house 
for twelve miles, but met a large rattle snake, which barred our 
way, making much noise. But when we approached, it could 
not harm us, for the Lord protected us. Soon we met another 
one, which fled before us. We could not thank the Saviour 
enough for his gracious protection. 

At noon we stopped with an Englishman. He complained 
that for two years he had heard no sermon, although he had 
been compelled every year to pay the county minister. I had 
an opportunity of speaking with him about the assurance of 
faith. 

In the afternoon we again met no house for ten miles, but we 
struck high mountains" and hot weather. In the evening we 
came to a house where it looked pretty bad, internally as well as 
externally, but the people were very jolly. 

July 21st. After marching twelve miles, we found a house and 
hoped to secure a breakfast, but as nobody lived in the house, a 
biscuit which I had carried about for fourteen days did good 
service. This we ate, while resting at a creek, and drank water 
to our heart's content. We traveled again six miles, when we 
found another plantation, but the people told us they had just 
eaten the last bit of bread. Hence we stayed till the woman had 
baked some bread for us. Then we continued, wading through 
the North River [North Branch of Shenandoah]. We stayed 
over night with an Irishman. 

July 22nd. Leonhard [Schnell] had a bad attack of fever, which 

12 The missionaries were crossing the North Mountain, to get into the 
Shenandoah Valley. 
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compelled us to rest on the road for a while. We took our din- 
ner with an Englishman. 

In the evening we came to a German. When he heard that 
we were from Bethlehem and I a preacher, he asked us for our 
own sakes to return to Pennsylvania at once, as a notice" had 
been posted on the courthouse that all preachers should be 
arrested who traveled without a passport from England. 

July 23rd. We went to William Frey's brother, distant four 
miles, but we needed four hours, as we lost the way. When we 
came to Benjamin Frey, at the Cedar Creek, and they heard 
that we were from Bethlehem, they received us very gladly and 
nursed the sick Leonard very well. May the Lord reward them. 

July 24th. To-day I went to an elder " living at the Schanathor 
[Shenandoah] River. I asked him if I could preach in his 
church. But he hesitated because I was a stranger, and an in- 
junction had been issued against strange ministers. But he 
would allow me to preach in his house, which I accepted, and 
then he made it known. I went back to Cedar Creek to my 
dear Handrup. 

July 25th. The Lord blessed our medicine and Leonhard be- 
came weli again. We passed the Sabbath quietly. 

July 26th. Sunday. I preached on the gospel, 15 the Lord 

13 This refers to the Governor's proclamation, given in connection with 
Gottschalk's report of 1748. See Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 22S, 
note \. 

"This elder at the Shenandoah River must have been George Daeh- 
linger. Gottschalk refers to this visit of Schnell in 1748. See Virginia 
Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 228, and his diary in the present number, under 
date April 3, 1748. Schnell himself refers to his former visit on Decem- 
ber 7, 1749. See Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 128. A congregation, 
called Shenandoah, is mentioned in Schlatter' s Journal, p. 204: "The 
charge in Virginia consists of Shenandoah, Missanotti, South Branch 
and New Germantoun." The same name also occurs several times in 
the records of the Reformed Church. See Minutes and Letters of the 
Coetus of Pennsylvania, iy47-iyg2, pp. 37 and 250. George Daehlinger 
was probably related to John Dallinger, who lived within two miles of 
Strasburg and was killed by the Indians in 1764. Kercheval, History of 
the Valley, ed. 1833, p. 133. 

15 In his Special Report, Schnell adds the following: " At the ' Chane- 
tor ' [Shenandoah] River I preached, but with great difficulty, as if all 



MORAVIAN DIARIES THROUGH VIRGINIA. 61 

assisting me. We asked the Lord to have mercy on the poor 
people. 

July 27th. We traveled to-day hastening towards Pennsylva- 
nia. We came to an old German, the brother-in-law of W. F. 
[William Frey (?)]. He asked me whether I had preached yes- 
terday. I said: Yes. Whether I had preached a new doctrine ? 
" Father," I said, " I know no new doctrine, but the same old 
gospel which the apostles had, Jesus the Crucified." 

We traveled to Fredericktown [Winchester, in Frederick 
County, Va.], where we stopped with an old shoemaker. Here 
we bought some provisions, and then continued our journey. 
When we left the town the justice of the peace came into the 
house [of the shoemaker] inquiring for us. But we had left. 
We stayed over night with an old father 98 years of age. ls 

July 28th. We met a German J. D. who was well acquainted 
with the brethren in former years. He showed us much love. 

We blessed Virginia and, crossing the Patomik, we came to 
Maryland. 

hearts had been closed against us. The German minister [Rev. George 
S. Klug], who lives seventy miles from there and corresponds with 
Muehlenberg, visits them two or three times every year and administers 
the communion. He is probably a Hallensian. [This is not correct- 
see the diary of Gottschalk in the present number, under date April 7, 
1748.] He is much praised because he is very earnest and strict among 
his people. He has great influence with the Governor." 

"This is perhaps the old Mr. Funk, mentioned by Schnell in 1749. 
See Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 130. 
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Extracts from the Diary of Bro. Gottschalk's" 

Journey Through Maryland and Virginia, 

March 5-April 20, 1748. 18 

On March 11-22," I traveled to Jonathan ffaeger's to preach 
there at 10 o'clock. On the way I heard that Capt. Charles- 
town had expressed a desire to see me. When I came to him 
he was very glad, and as I had little time, and he wished to have 
a long conversation with me, he saddled two horses and accom- 
panied me to Jonathan Haeger's. On the way he told me all 
his sentiments. 

Then I preached in English at Jonathan Haeger's. Capt. 
Charlestown was very thankful and asked me to visit him again. 

Towards evening Captain and Justice Prathor™ visited me, 
who is at the same time surveyor in that district. He signed 
my passport. 81 He brought me the greetings of Major Monday 

"The Special Report of Gottschalk on this journey has already been 
published in the January number, 1904, of this Magazine, Vol. XI., pp. 
225-234. 

18 The editors are again under obligation to Mr. Robert Rau for placing 
the original at their disposal. It covers 72 closely written, small quarto 
pages. The beginning and the end of the diary were omitted, and the 
conversations were somewhat abbreviated. 

19 The dates are given by the missionary both according to the old 
and new style. 

20 Captain Thomas Prathor was born about the year 1705 in the west- 
ern part of Prince George county, Md. When Frederick was organ- 
ized he became a resident of that county. He served as a captain in 
the French and Indian wars, 

n The original passport is preserved in the MSS. collections of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Through the kindness of the libra- 
rian, Mr. J. W. Jordan, the editors are enabled to publish it. It reads as 
follows : 
" County of .Bucks, ss. [Summons.] 

To whom it may concern, The Bearer hereof Mathias Gottschalk of 
Bethlehem in the County of Bucks & Province of Pensylvania, Clerk, 
having signified to me his Intention of traveling thro' the said Province 
of Pensylvania, Maryland & Virginia on his lawfull Occasions ; All 
Magistrates & Others, thro' whose Jurisdiction or Precincts the said 
Mathias Gottschalk may have occasion to pass & repass, are hereby 
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and Colonel Chrassop.™ The latter sent a request that I should 
lodge with him. Justice Prathor then asked me how I intended 
to cross the mountains and the many rivers, as he had heard 
that I intended to travel on foot, which would hardly be possible 
at this time of the year, on account of the water being very 
high and cold. I answered that I would hire horses where I 
needed them. "But," he replied, " in the first place people do 
not know you, and then you will not find any houses much less 
horses for forty miles. However,. I know what I will do, I will 
give you one of my own horses to Colonel Chrassop, and next 
Sunday I shall send my son to take you from this place to my 
house." I recognized in this a special providence of the Saviour 
and thanked the good man for his kind offer. Then old Degart 
visited me. He is an old Pharisee, and I soon noticed that he 
wanted to argue with me about our doctrines. When he saw 
that I did not desire to be drawn into an argument, he became 
rude and began to speak so impertinently of the Lord's Supper 
and other important subjects, clearly contradicting the teaching 
of Christ with his miserable, dry, Calvinistic arguments, that I 
told him to be quiet, or if he wanted to argue to get some one 
else, as I was no company for him. 

On March 12-23, I visited an English Baptist, Prickmore. 
He and his wife are dear old people, who love the Saviour ac- 

requested to permit him quietly to proceed on his said Journey, behav- 
ing himself as is customary according to Law. Given under my Hand 
& Seal the third Day of February in the Year of our Loid 1747-8. 

J. Henry Antes, Esq. 
Prince George County, Maryland, Thos. Prather. 

March ye 16, 1747-8 Maryland 1 

Prince George County permit the Bearer j- Thos. Cresap. 

to pass unmolisleted (sic) J 

32 Thomas Cresap was born in Skipton, England. At fifteen years of 
age he emigrated to America. Settled first at Havre de Grace, Md., 
where he married Miss Johnson. Removed thence to Wright's Ferry, 
opposite Columbia, where he obtained 500 acres of land, called "Peach 
Bottom." He next moved to Washington county, Md., where he set- 
tled upon land called " Long Meadows," on Antietam Creek. He 
traded in furs, but lost everything through the wrecking of a ship. He 
relinquished this land and settled finally at Old Town, Md. See Wash- 
ington's Journal of 1747-8, p. 30. 
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cording to the best of their knowledge. They were very glad 
and grateful for my visit and would have liked to keep me over 
night. During the afternoon I was alone in the woods. 

When I returned home, there were two men from ' ' Mana- 
kasy," Ambrosins and Jacob Matthaes, who wished to see and 
hear me. 

On March 13-24, I preached in German, in the forenoon and 
in the afternoon, at Jonathan Haeger' s. So many people were 
present that the room was not large enough for them. The 
Lamb blessed my words visibly to all who were present. I tes- 
tified with an open and full heart of Jesus' blood and the grace 
contained therein. Many English people were present, who had 
heard that I would preach English and had traveled from seven 
to eight miles to hear me, but I told them that I had heard that 
their regular county minister would preach for them to-day and 
I did not desire to interfere with his meeting by my own. 

After the services Capt. Prathor sent his son to take me to 
his house. I took leave of my host, Jonathan Haeger, who 
wept and was very sorry that I had to leave him. Ambrosius 
was also unable to say much because of his emotion. Thus I 
left the place and in the evening came to Capt. Prathor, where 
I met the Sheriff, Mr. Dikson and Mr. Chaplain. They re- 
ceived me very kindly and would have liked to discuss some 
things with me, but as I did not feel able to do so, I refrained 
from conversation. I showed them also the Act of Parliament, 
which had been passed in favor of the Brethren. as They thought, 
however, it would not benefit me much in Virginia, and pitied 
me because I would not get through [Virginia], I told them 
that I would try. 

On March 14-25, Mr. Prathor accompanied me ten miles, 
conducting me to the right road over the mountains so that I 

"The Act of Parliament recognizing the Moravians, together with all 
the papers submitted to Parliament, is printed in Report from the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of the Deputies of the United Moravian 
Churches in Behalf of themselves and their United Brethren was re- 
ferred. London, 1749. A copy of this rare folio is in the library of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. For the history of this legislation 
see Prof. Hamilton's History of the Church Known as the Moravian 
Church. Bethlehem, iooo, p. i35f. 



MORAVIAN DIARIES THROUGH VIRGINIA. 65 

could no longer go astray. Thanking him very much I bade 
him farewell and went on my way rejoicing. [Acts, 8:39.] 

At noon I met an awakened English Baptist, named Ash- 
krafft, who showed me much love and with whom I could speak 
much of the Saviour. He intends to visit Bethlehem. 

In the evening I came to the last house, that of an Indian 
trader, " beyond which there was no house for forty miles. It 
was a very disorderly house. The man was not at home. I 
asked the Lamb to protect me and it was done. 

On March 15-26, I arose early, being very glad and thankful 
to the Lord for having delivered me from this house. The 
Saviour gave me grace to speak to several people, who had con- 
ducted themselves very badly the night before. 

I continued joyfully on my way. To-day I crossed the high 
North Mountain, the appearance of which everywhere was ter- 
rible. If one is down in the valley he cannot look up to the 
high, steep mountains without shuddering. And if one is up on 
the top of the mountains, the deep valleys, in which no bottom 
but only the tops of the trees are seen and the rushing of the 
water is heard, are also awe inspiring. The last and highest 
mountain is called "High Germany,"" and immediately after 
it is a deep valley, called " Devil's Alley," because it looks so 
terrible. But the Lamb helped me through safely with my horse. 

Towards four o'clock I came to Colonel Chrassop, who 
received me very kindly. He has offered land to the Brethren 
from his own tract, at 35 pounds of Maryland money for one 
hundred acres. 

"This Indian trader was Charles Polk, as appears from the Journal of 
Washington. Under date of March 21, 1748, he states : 

"Travell'd up Maryland side all y. Day in a continued Rain to Collo. 
Cresaps right against y. Mouth of y. South Branch about 40 miles from 
Polks. I believe y. worst Road that ever was trod by Man or Beast." 
Journal of 1747-8, p. 30. Schnell refers to him in 1749 as Carl Bock- 
see Virginia Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 117. Gottschalk in his report to 
Spangenberg refers to him as "Charly Poak." See the present num- 
ber, p. 79. 

15 High Germany is an old name for a mountainous section of country 
in the northwestern part of Frederick County, Maryland. Mechanics- 
town, now called Thurmont, is in this locality. 
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Towards evening Abraham Degart of " Bateson Creek " also 
arrived. I also found a man from New York, who is a cousin 
of Bro. Edmons. The Brethren have often lodged with him. 
He loves us and intends to visit Bethlehem. 

On March 16-27, I asked the Lord very urgently that, as I 
was to enter Virginia to-day for the first time, he should show 
me the right persons and places. I had hardly entered the 
house again when Abraham Degart offered to take me to 
" Bateson's Creek " [Patterson's Creek], where we arrived late, 
but safely, in the evening. 

On March 17-28, I went up to the South Branch. I had to 
climb a terrible mountain, and at the same time it rained very 
hard. I came to an Englishman, Daniel Onar, who showed me 
much love, and soon afterwards to a German, named Kasselman, 
in whose house I felt a peculiar grace. The people sat around 
me and gave me an opportunity to speak to them. They would 
have liked to give me a horse to Matthaes Jochem, if it had been 
possible to take it across the South Branch. The weather being 
so bad Mr. Kasselman accompanied me three miles, he took me 
across the South Branch and assisted me in getting a horse from 
an Englishman, named Collins. Kasselman said to him: "Mr. 
Collins, here is a friend, who would like to hire one of your 
horses. Let him have one, and if he runs away with it, I will 
pay you for it." Whereupon the Englishman was not only im- 
mediately willing to give me one of his horses, but also asked 
me to preach in his house to the English people living there. I 
replied that I would be willing to speak as well as I could, if 
there were people willing to hear of the Saviour, and I appointed 
a sermon for the i8-29th, at four o'clock. Then I rode away. 
During the night it became so dark that I could no longer see 
the way. I went astray several times, and finally, late at night, 
eight miles this side of Matthaes Jochein's, I came to a German, 
named Heiter, with whom I stayed over night. 

Early 0:1 the i8-29th, I went to Matthaes Jochem' s. On the 
way I met several English people, who asked me for an English 
sermon, which I promised them. I appointed an English and 
German sermon for the 2i~3ist at Matthaes Jochem's. The 
visit of our Bro. Schnell is still a blessing to that house. At 
four o'clock in the afternoon I preached at Collins' . I felt very 
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well in doing it. John Collins for himself and in the name of the 
rest thanked me very much and asked me to visit him again. 

On March 19-30, I preached, at " Bateson's Creek," German 
in the forenoon and English in the afternoon. Immediately 
after the sermon I started out to go to Matthaes Jochem's. But 
a man, named Oliver Craemer, followed me. He asked me 
not to start on my journey alone on foot at night, but go with 
him to his house, and he would accompany me to Matthaes 
Jochem's. As I recognized plainly that the Lord had sent this 
man, because it would have been difficult for me to pass through 
so much water in a dark night over an unfamiliar road of 45 
miles, traveling until the next morning at ten o'clock, I accepted 
his offer with many thanks, and accompanied by this man I ar- 
rived at Jochem's on Sunday, March 20-31, about ten o'clock. 
Justice Solomon Hedge,'"' who waited for me at Matthaes Jochem' s, 
tried to urge and persuade me with all kinds of arguments to 
marry the son of an Englishman. The people had a good char- 
acter and they were both honest and decent. I told him that I 
was very sorry to refuse his first request, but I could not do it. 
"Oh," he said, "I can guess the reason. The Governor has 
published a proclamation against you, and for that reason you 
do not want to do it. But I assure you that I will assume all 
responsibility. If I wanted I could arrest you at once and send 
you to the nearest prison, but we do not pay any attention to 
the proclamation issued against you." But I answerpd him 
that I did not care for the proclamation of the Governor, that I 
had but one reason why I could not do it, it was because I did 
not know the people. 

At eleven o'clock more than one hundred people came to- 
gether, to whom I preached the gospel, and soon afterwards I 
preached to the English. 

After the sermon I spoke to some of the people, German as 
well as English, and found that the teaching of the Saviour is 
very dear to them. They asked me very urgently to remain 
with them for a while, or to visit them soon for a longer period. 



"Washington visited "Solomon Hedges" in the following week, on 
March 26, 1748. He was then a member of the County Court of Fred- 
erick county, Va. See Washington 's Journal of 1747-8, p. 34. 
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I told them that I could not promise thein anything, but it might 
be that they would be visited soon again. However, I did not 
know whether I or another one of the brethren from Bethlehem 
would do it. 

Then I visited several families more, and lodged with Michel 
Stump/ " 

On April i-March 21, Matthaes Jochem gave me his son to 
accompany me forty-five miles over the high southern moun- 
tains, between South Branch and the " Chanador." The way 
was difficult to find and hard to keep, because it had not been 
used for many years. It was overgrown with trees and blocked 
by stones and thus hardly recognizable. We kept a certain 
course and the dear Lamb helped us through safely. We trav- 
eled thirty miles before we found ?. house. 

The first settlers whom we met were English. They asked 
me to preach for them. At another house, which I passed, a 
woman urged me very much to come in to see a man who was 
deathly sick, to read to him a portion of scripture. I went in 
and told him that his God and creator had become man for him, 
had shed his blood for him and died for him. 

At night I lodged in a very disorderly, wicked and godless 
house of an Irishman, who kept an inn. The Saviour helped 
me through. 

On April 2-March 22, I continued the journey on foot to the 
Germans. I crossed the " Chanador," which was pretty deep, 
cold and had a rapid current. If the Lord had not supported 
me in the water by his angels, the rapid stream would have car- 
ried me off, for I was hardly twenty feet above a fall. 

To-day I visited several German people, but did not find the 
least sign of [spiritual] life. 

On April 3-March 23, I came to the real German settlement, 
and among others to a man named George Daehlinger, at 
whose house Bro. Schnell lodged and preached. The congre- 
gation [of the Brethren] is known and loved there as little as 
the Saviour himself. I found that the people in that district are 

"The lot of "Michael Stumps" was surveyed by Washington, "on 
ye So Fork of ye Branch," on April 2, 1748. See Journal of /747-S, 
p. 44. 
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not pleased with the preaching of the Brethren, but become 
angry and bitter about it. When thev learned afterwards that 
Bro. Schnell was a Herrnhutter, they wanted to pick a quarrel 
with Daehlinger, because he did not only not arrest him, but 
allowed him to preach and even helped him along with his 
horses. I felt the bitter, hostile and sarcastic spirit of the people 
in that district very much, and as the conditions were the same 
at Cedar Creek and in some respects even worse, I did not have 
the heart to preach to these people, but left again on the next 
day. The door at these two places is really closed. 

On April 4-March 24, I crossed the " Missinotty " [Massa- 
nutton] Mountain, and, passing the well known Paul's Fort, 28 
I came to "Missinotty." The road was full of water, stones 
and wood, so that I had often to think for a while which way 
the road went. At night I lodged with a Mennonite teacher 
[minister], Hans Rothen." I spoke with him about many 
things. By nature he is a good, pliable man, but without life. 

On April 5 — March 25, I went to Matthias Selzer, 30 whose 
wife is the daughter of Jacob Beyerly. He is a rude and hostile 
man towards the Brethren. I was compelled to stay with this 
man all afternoon, because I wanted to make inquiries about the 
people in that district and because I was surrounded by water 
and terribly high mountains on all sides. He treated me very 

28 Powell's Fort, a picturesque valley in the Massanutton range of 
mountains. It was so called for one Powell, an Englishman, who, ac- 
cording to tradition, was a counterfeiter. He seems to have been 
nearly contemporaneous with the first settlements in the lower valley. 
For further account of this man and locality, see Kercheval's History 
of the Valley, second edition, p. 267. (Appendix.) 

29 The Anglicised name of this man was John Roads. In August, 
1766, a party of eight Indians and one white man crossed the Massa- 
nutton mountain at Powell's Fort and massacred Roads, his wife, and 
three sons. See Kercheval's History of the Valley, sec. ed., p 91. 

M In 1751 Mathias Selzer was a member of the County Court of Au- 
gusta county, Va. See Summer's History of Southwestern Virginia, 
Richmond, 1903, p. 821, where his name is erroneously printed Scltger. 
He evidently resided in the southern portion of what is now Page, or 
the eastern portion of present Rockingham county, which territory was 
then embraced in Augusta. He was doubtless appointed to represent 
the rapidly increasing German element in that section of the valley. 
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rudely, called me a Zinzendorfian, threatened me with imprison- 
ment, and referred to the travels and sermons of the Brethren 
in a very sarcastic manner. He said if I should get to the 
upper Germans they would soon take me by the neck, for he 
did not know what business I had among those people. In the 
first place we had been forbidden to travel around through the 
country, and then again they had such an excellent minister, 
that if the people were not converted by his sermons, they 
would certainly not be converted by my teaching. But soon 
afterwards he related of the excellent Lutheran minister that he 
got so drunk in his house that on his way home he lost his sad- 
dle, coat and everything else from the back of the horse." I 
was silent to all this, but prayed for the poor man that the Lord 
might open his eyes. 

On April 6-March 26, I started early. Matthias Selzer sad- 
dled two horses and took me not only across the South Branch 
of the " Chanador," but even five miles farther, so that I could 
not go astray. The regular road to the upper Germans " is fifty 
miles, but across the mountain it is twenty miles nearer, hence I 
went straight across the mountain. It took me more than two 
hours to reach the top. The people there call this mountain the 
"blue reach" [ridge]. When I was at the foot of the moun- 
tain and also half way up it rained, but when I reached the top 
it snowed very fast. The path which leads across is covered 
with stones and trees, so that I had to stop frequently to think 



"This was Rev. Mr. Klug, Lutheran minister of Hebron Church, in 
the present county of Madison, then Orange. The reader should bear 
in mind the customs and manners of the time, and pass a lenient judg- 
ment upon Mr. Klug. Bishop Meade, in his Old Churches, Ministers 
and Families of Virginia, cites many similar cases among the clergy of 
the Established Church, some of which are noted in Fiske's Old Virginia 
and Her Neighbors, Vol. II, pp. 262-263. 

M At the end of this diary see Orders of the County Court of Orange, 
naturalizing certain German Protestants, who were evidently members 
of Hebron Church, in the present county of Madison. The early deed 
and will books of Orange and Culpeper show the German family names 
of Utz, Hernsberger, Crisler, Crigler, Clore and others, who belonged 
to the same congregation. These people came with the second and 
third colonies, which located at Germanna in 1717 and later. 
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which way I had come. Towards ten o'clock I began to ascend 
the mountain and at three o'clock in the afternoon I had reached 
the other side and four miles farther on the first German houses. 
I resolved not to lodge with the people, but with the minister 
himself. I arrived at his house late in the evening when it was 
already dark. He received me with much love and courtesy. 
He asked me if I were a minister. I said: " Yes." Whence I 
came? " From Virginia." Where I resided ? " At Bethlehem 
on the forks of the Delaware." Oh, he said, where the Mora- 
vians live. "But," he said, "they have no permission to 
preach in this country or to travel among the people." I 
answered him: " My dear sir, I am a minister of the gospel and 
I preach the free grace of God through the blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins just as much as the Lutherans. I have 
never seen Moravia, but if it pleases any one to call me a Mora- 
vian, I let him do so. With regard to the proclamation of the 
Governor, for whom I have due respect, I am compelled to be- 
lieve that he does not know us and that we are mentioned in the 
proclamation through a misunderstanding, because he confuses 
us and considers us one with the New Lights or Whitefieldians. 
For I cannot believe that the Governor, being dependent upon 
King and Parliament, can subject those people, whom the King 
wishes to be treated as his born subjects in all his lands, to im- 
prisonment or similar harsh treatment. As a minister of the 
gospel I enjoy, according to the act of Parliament, all the liber- 
ties and privileges of a minister of the church of England. I 
then showed him the printed act of Parliament, and after he had 
read it he did not mention this subject any more, but we began 
to speak at once of other matters. In this conversation he did 
not only show no bitterness, animosity or desire to disputation, 
as such people usually do, but was so courteous that we were 
able to converse very intelligently. 

On Sunday, April 7-March 27, early in the morning, I con- 
versed with Rev. Mr. Klug.** After that we went to church. Be- 

55 Rev. Mr. Klug visited Muhlenberg in June, 1749, who writes as fol- 
lows about him : " In the month of June Rev. Mr. Klug visited us. who 
for several years has officiated in a German Evangelical congregation 
in Virginia. From that land, which is also called Spotsylvania, several 
Germans, among whom was also one named Stoever, collected money 
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fore going I asked him whether I should stay with him to-day, or 
with one of his parishioners, as I did not intend to travel to-day. 
He invited me to stay with him. He preached on the suffer- 
ings of Christ before the civil authorities, in just the same 
manner as the Hallensians. 

In the afternoon we had a very pleasant conversation till 
eleven o'clock at night. We also touched upon the Hallen- 
sians, and as he had become very cordial he confided to me his 
opinions about them very naively. He said: " Do you know 
what I think about them ? I regard them as Pharisees, who 
impose unbearable burdens upon the people, which they are not 
willing to touch with a single finger." However, the honest 
man has adopted not only the absurd principles of the Hallen- 
sians, but he also uses their forms of speech, partly because of 
his acquaintance with them, but mostly because during the ten 
or eleven years of his ministry his own stock has been exhausted 
and he now uses their writings for his sermons. Thus he has 
unconsciously adopted the principles and language of the Hal- 
lensians. Probably he himself does not know how it happened. 
He studied in Helmstadt under the abbott Mosheim. He was 
born at Danzig. He is a sanguineo-phlegmaticus, without ex- 
ceptional talents, but he is open to conviction. 

On April 8 — March 28, I took leave of Rev. Mr. Klug. He 
accompanied me a whole half mile, and assured me again that 
my visit had been very welcome and of special encouragement 
to him. He asked me to give Bro. Joseph his cordial regards, 
intimating that he would like to visit Bethlehem. 

Soon afterwards I happened to meet an awakened man, a 
shoemaker, a very dear man who is heartily concerned for his 
salvation. He soon became so intimate that he told me the 
whole story of his married life. I intimated to him that, as I 

some years ago in Germany. They obtained about 3,000 pounds, one- 
third of which was given to them for their traveling expenses and ef- 
forts. With the rest they built a wooden church, bought a piece of land 
and a number of negroes. From land and slaves the minister makes 
his living, so that he is not a burden to his congregation. He related 
that several of the Zinzendorfians had passed through his parish, but 
were unable to secure a foothold." See Hallesche Nachrichten, new 
edition, Vol. I, p. 493, f. 
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was single, I could not give him any advice. At my departure 
he wept so much that he could not speak and forgot altogether 
to show me the way. 

Later in the day I heard of another awakened, unmarried 
man, named Caspar, who works as weaver with a certain man, 
named Jaeger, and that he had felt his need so much that some 
time ago, in his desperation, he attempted to take his life. I 
began to inquire for this man at ten o'clock in the morning and 
found him at last at three o'clock in the afternoon. But as I did 
not find him to be such as he had been described to me, I did 
not stay with him long, but left him after a short conversation. 
Some people told me that they had expected a sermon of me 
and that I would stay with them over the holidays. I told them 
that I did not have the time and that they had Rev. Mr. Klug, 
who had shown me much love. 

This district is well settled, eighty families belonging to the 
parish. 

On April 9 — March 29, I visited the Great Fork of the Rip- 
pehaning [Rappahannock] and found there only three German 
families. In the evening I came to the Little Fork," where 
twelve Reformed families from Nassau-Siegen live. John Henry 
Hoffman, the brother of our Matthew Hoffman, also lives there. 
Two men, who are Hoffman's neighbors, accompanied me to 
Mr. Hoffman, where I arrived quite late. I brought him greet- 
ings and a letter from his brother in Bethlehem, for which he 
was very glad. I promised them to preach on the following day 

" The origin of the Reformed colony at the Little Fork of the Rap- 
pahannock is somewhat obscure. It is certainly a branch of the Ger- 
mantown colony, for John Henry Hoffman, who lived at the Little Fork 
in 1748, was one of the three men to whom the land at Germantown 
was patented in 1724. ( See Kemper Genealogy, p. 34.) Colonel Wil- 
liam Byrd seems to refer to this settlement in the Little Fork in Septem- 
ber, 1732, for he states that many German families dwelt at Germanna 
some years ago, "but are now removed ten miles higher in the fork of 
the Rappahannock, to land of their own." Byrd, History of the Divid- 
ing Line, Vol. II, p. 59. If this statement refers to Little Fork, Colo- 
nel Byrd must have been mistaken with reference to the distance from 
Germanna to the Little Fork, which is given with approximate correct- 
ness by Gottschalk as being twenty-two miles. See Virginia Maga- 
zine, Vol. XI, p. 232. 
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at eleven o'clock. This pleased them very much and they said 
they would notify the people. 

On April io-March 31, the regular reader [John Jung] came 
at once to me and paid me a long visit. I was able to speak 
with him and Hoffman's brother much about the Saviour. My 
heart opened to them and they sat there as if they would take 
every word out of my mouth. At twelve o'clock I preached 
with God's grace and blessing to the little flock in their pretty 
and well built but little clapboard church. 

After the sermon they tried their utmost to give me some 
money, so that I could hardly keep them back. I assured them 
that I would take no money for the sermon, and whatever I 
needed for the journey I had. They thanked me very much 
and asked me to visit them again, and desired especially to see 
our brother Hoffman among them. 

John Jung and [John Henry] Hoffman accompanied me across 
the North River of the Rippehaning [Rappahannock], and very 
late in the evening I came to the old Mr. Holzklo in German- 
town. After I had sat for a short while with the old man he 
asked me if I were a preacher? I said: "Yes." He said: 
" Would you not stay with us till Sunday and give us a ser- 
mon?" I answered that I could not stay so long, as I had ap- 
pointed three sermons for Sunday at Manakasy [Monocacy], 
but if it would suit them during the week I would preach for 
them day after to-morrow. He said: "Indeed, I shall ask the 
people to come day after to-morrow, that is Friday at ten 
o'clock," with which I was satisfied. 

As Holzklo is getting old he is becoming religious. He asked 
his children to come into the room, and by various questions 
gave me an opportunity to tell them something about the 
Saviour. 

On Thursday, April n-March 31, I rested. I had several 
visitors during the day. Especially the old schoolmaster of the 
place came to me. He begins in his own way to prepare him- 
self for his departure, because he sees that there is no other 
way, nor any possibility to remain in this world, but that he 
must die. I told him of the false and true righteousness and 
that only the blood of Jesus can justify and save us. I also vis- 
ited his children, and told them something about the Saviour. 
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On April 12-1, I preached at Germantown, 35 on the Luecken 
Run [Licking Run]. I preached to them of the dear Lamb, 
which was done with visible grace. The people were very glad 
to hear of the Lord Jesus. They said the Holy Ghost had sent 
me to them. After the sermon I left the church immediately. 
The principal members of the congregation went with me to the 
house of Mr. Holzklo. We spoke with each other about Beth- 
lehem. They had a poor opinion of the congregation. They 
also offered me a considerable sum of money, and were much 
astonished when I refused it. For sermons are more expensive 
in Virginia than in Maryland. It is said that no minister preaches 
a sermon there under two or three pounds. In Maryland again 
they are more expensive than in Pennsylvania. They thanked 
me very much and asked, if it were possible, that I should de- 
cide to stay with them. They would at once send me a call. I 
said they should not trouble themselves, as I could not promise 
them anything, for I was not my own master. They then re- 
quested me to visit them again. I said that might be possible. 

In the afternoon, at two o'clock, I started again. I had 96 
miles yet to travel to Captain Ogle, and for these 96 miles I did 
not have more than a day and a half. By evening I had trav- 
eled 36 miles. 

"* The first pastor of the colony was John Henry Haeger. Born at 
Anzhausen, in Nassau-Siegen, Germany, on September 25, 1644. From 
167S-1689 teacher in the Latin school at Siegen. From 1689-1703 its 
assistant rector. From 1703-171 1 pastor at Oberfischbach, near Siegen. 
Retired in 17 11 because of sickness. Lived in retirement at Siegen 
from 171 1-1713. Was in London in October, 1713. Emigrated to Vir- 
ginia and settled at Germanna in 1714. Here he organized the first 
German Reformed congregation in America, which the legislature 
constituted, in 1714, into a separate parish, called the " Parish of St. 
George." (Acts of Assembly passed in the Colony of Virginia from 
1662-1715. London, 1727, p. 379, f .) With the other Reformed colo- 
nists Haeger left Germanna in 1 72 1 and settled at Germantown, Fau- 
quier county. Here he lived till 1733, his will being probated March 28, 
1733. After his death the schoolmaster, Holzklau, conducted the reli- 
gious services. Occasionally ministers from Pennsylvania visited the 
congregation, as, e.g., Rev. B. Rieger, of Lancaster, see Virginia Mag- 
azine, Vol. XI, p. 376. For a more extended sketch of Rev. Henry 
Haeger, see Journal of Presbyterian Historical Society, Vol. II, pp. 
5-9, 99-101, 141. 
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On April 13-2, I traveled the other sixty miles to Captain 
Ogle, where I arrived at night about twelve o'clock. Across 
the Patomik [Potomac] a certain English " Reader," named 
Thomson, who lives on this side of and close to Cush Creek, 
invited me to preach English in their church. I told him that 
I would let him know beforehand when I would do so. 

[The rest of the diary from Monocacy, Md. , to Bethlehem has 
been omitted.] 



[Court orders from Orange County naturalizing 

Germans. 

State of Virginia: 

In Orange County Court, January 28th, 1742. 

Andrew Garr, John Adam Garr, Lawrence Garr, Lawrence 
Grays, Duvald Christie, Martin Vallick, John Zimmerman, Peter 
Fleshman, Zachariah Blankenbacker, John Zimmerman, alias 
Carpenter, John Thomas, Christopher Uhld, & Frederick 
Bomgardener, German protestants, having produced a certifi- 
cate under the hand of George Samuel Klug, Minister of the 
German congregation in Orange County, that they within two 
months last past had received the sacrament of ye Lord's supper, 
prayed that they might partake of the benefit of an act of parlia- 
ment made in the thirteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord, George the Second, by the grace of God of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, King, defender of ye faith, &c, intituled 
an act for naturalizing such foreign protestants and others therein 
mentioned as are settled or shall settle in any of his Maties \sic\ 
colonies in America. Upon their motion, ordered that they 
take the oaths appointed by act of parliament to be taken instead 
of the oaths of allegiance & supremacy, & the abjuration oath 
and subscribe the test, which they all severally did, accordingly, 
between the hours of nine and twelve in the forenoon; and its 
thereupon further ordered, that ye Clerk give them a certificate 
of their having taken the afd. oaths & subscribed the test. 

A Copy. 

Teste, P. H. Fry, Clerk. 

April 21, 1904. 
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State of Virginia: 

In Orange County Court, February 24, 1742. 

Courtney Broyle, Tobias Willhite, Jacob Manspile, John Will- 
hite and Jacob Miller, German protestants, having produced 
under the hand of the Revd. John Thompson, Minister of St. 
Mark's Parish, and George Samuel Klugg, Minister of the Ger- 
man congregation, that within two months last past they had 
received the sacrament of ye Lord's Supper, prayed that, 
according to an act made in the XHIth year of our Sovereign 
Lord, George the Second, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, 
King, defender of ye faith, &c, intituled an act for naturalizing 
such foreign protestants and others therein mentioned as are or 
shall settle in any of his Maties [sic] colonies in America, they 
might partake of ye benefit of that act; It is on their motions, 
ordered that they take the oaths prescribed by act of parliament 
to be taken instead of the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, & 
the abjuration oath, & subscribe the test, which they all severally 
did in open court between the hours of nine and twelve in the 
forenoon. And it is further ordered that ye Clerk give them a 
certificate of their having taken the said oaths & subscribed the 
test. 

A Copy. 

Teste, P. H. Fry, Clerk. 

April 21, 1904.] 

The Places in Maryland and Virginia where our 
Brethren have an open door. m 

In Canawage is the house of Caspar Schmidt, who lives about 
thirteen miles from Mr. Pinkley. Here is our pulpit. The ser- 

88 This report has no name and date, but internal evidence proves that 
it was written by Gottschalk in 1748. First, the reference to the two 
sermons at Haeger's agrees with Gottschalk's diary under date March 
13th. Secondly, the signing of the passport by Captain Prathor is men- 
tioned both in this report and Gottschalk's diary, under date March 
nth. The same is true of Prathor's entrusting his horse to this mis- 
sionary. Thirdly, both documents refer in similar terms to Oliver Crae- 
mer. This proves their identity of authorship, while the reference to 
Bishop Spangenberg's trip as still future, shows that it was written be- 
fore July, 1748. 
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mon has to be announced a few days beforehand from Catores 
[Codorus]. This can easily be done, because Br. Owen goes 
along. He can precede Bro. Joseph a few days. 

In Little Canawage, where Mr. Peizel resides, and to whom, 
according to the resolution [of the Synod] §4, a visit has been 
promised; Mrs. Regnier has urgently requested Mr. Peizel that 
if the Brethren should come to him to let her know it, because 
she would like to speak with one of the Brethren. 

In Manakasy [Monocacy, Md.], are two places where we can 
preach. The usual place is at Mr. Weller's. Across the " Ma- 
nakasy " a few German families live, about ten, who would 
perhaps like to hear a sermon. A man called- Ellrod, whom I 
visited there, will be able to give more information. 

Captain Ogle and Jacob Weller are both very dear hosts of the 
Brethren. It would perhaps be a blessing to Mr. Weller's 
house if Bro. Joseph would lodge there occasionally. 

In Kanigetschik [Conococheague, Md.], which is situated 28 
miles from Capt. Ogle's, across the Little Blue Mountains, to- 
wards the north west, Jonathan Haeger is our dear host. The 
house of his brother, who lives nearby, is our English and Ger- 
man pulpit. If Bro. Joseph could so arrange it as to be there 
on Thursday, the sermon could very well be appointed for the 
following Sunday. The last time I was there I preached two 
German sermons, one in the forenoon and the other in the after- 
noon, with an open and full heart, to a large crowd. One of 
the elders promised me that, if I should come back, I might 
preach in their church. Immediately beyond the blue moun- 
tains, before coming to Jonathan Haeger' s, perhaps eight or ten 
miles before, a German man lives by the name of Gottfried Mang, 
the son-in-law of the old Mr. Geffer(s)on (?), at Lancaster. Not 
far from there lives the son-in-law of the dear, old father Lis- 
cher. If Bro. Joseph leaves Capt. Ogle's house early Wednes- 
day morning and rests during the hottest part of the day, he 
can be at Gottfried Mang's house in good time and stay there 
over night. This will be very acceptable to those people, be- 
cause they asked me to send the Brethren to them. On the 
following Thursday, he [Bro. Joseph] can be in good time in 
" Kanigotschik " at Jonathan Haeger's. 

If Bro. Joseph desires to have his passport signed, before 
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leaving Maryland for Virginia, it can be done at " Kanigots- 
chik," because seven miles from Jonathan Haeger's, the justice 
of the county and surveyor, Prathor, lives, who not only signed 
my passport but also entrusted to me his horse for seventy miles 
to Colonel Chrassop's. Whether I should regard such willing- 
ness of a man to whom I was an entire stranger and who saw 
me for the first time, as a proof of mere providence or of a se- 
cret inclination to the Brethren, I do not know. 

From Jonathan Haeger to Colonel Chrassop, where the North 
Branch of the Patowmak is crossed to enter Virginia, is a dis- 
tance of some seventy miles, mostly over mountains. In the 
first thirty miles to "Charly Poak,"" one meets a house now 
and then, but for the last forty miles, from Charly Poak's to 
Colonel Chrassop's, no house nor water can be found. Now if 
Bro. Joseph would start from Charly Poak's early at three 
o'clock and for the first few miles take a guide along until he 
had found the only right path, he could then easily reach Colo- 
nel Chrassop's that day and would not have to remain over 
night on the way. 

The road is a single narrow path, frequently hardly recogniz- 
able, partly because traveling is not very frequent there, and 
partly because the path is blocked with trees and overgrown with 
grass and weeds. A person has to be very careful lest he take 
a cow path. The angels will certainly do their part. The most 
convenient way would be for Mr. Monday to go along to Colonel 
Chrassop's. 

Captain Ogle might also give Bro. Reuz the little gray horse 
which he has presented to Bro. Lighton, and which he does not 
need at all. Thus the journey across the fearfully extended 
mountains might be made much easier and the night lodging in 
the valley or on mountains, which are both very unhealthy 
places, could be avoided. 

Colonel Chrassop, who is our host and with whom we can 
freely stay, can also sign the passport once more and assist in 
crossing the North Branch of the Patowmak. 

37 Charles Polk, who is supposed to have resided in the vicinity of 
Williamsport, in Maryland. See Norris, History of the Lower Shenan- 
doah Valley, p. 68. 
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As soon as the Patowmak is crossed it is necessary to inquire 
for a certain German, named Oliver Craemer, M a host of the 
Brethren, who has shown me much love and loyalty. Bro. 
Joseph can lodge with him. He lives about fifteen miles from 
Colonel Chrassop. This Oliver Craemer will not only be able to 
give the best information where and at how many places we can 
preach at Batesori s Creek, but he can also announce the services. 
I preached, English and German, at William Degart's house, 
seven miles from Oliver Craemer's. As "Bateson's" Creek is 
a pretty long district, it would be well to preach below and 
above. Below 3 * [?] at the " Bateson's " Creek toward the South 
Fork lives William Degart's brother, Abraham Degart, who also 
showed me much love. Information can be secured from him. 
He would also afford us an opportunity and make the arrange- 
ments for a sermon. 

About two miles from Abraham Degart's the justice of that 
district lives, a friend of the Brethren. He can also sign the 
passport and best show the way up the South Fork, where Mat- 
thaes Jochim lives. 

In the South Fork Matthaes Jochim, a very well-to-do man, 
resides, the host of the Brethren, with whom Bro. Schnell stayed 
with great blessing. There is our English and German pulpit. 
As surprisingly many Germans live there and as it is a large dis- 
trict, it would be well to preach at more than one place. Mat- 
thaes Jochim, who is an intelligent man, can give the best advice 
as to this. 

The South Branch will occupy Bro. Joseph probably several 
weeks, so that he will hardly have sufficient time to return for 
the meeting of the Synod. 

[The following table of places and distances should have been 
printed in connection with the diary of Rev. Mr. Schnell, which 
was published in the October number, 1903, of the magazine. 
The distances given may be of value in identifying localities 
visited by the missionary. The names of places are given in 
the spelling of the original. — Editors.] 



58 " Oliver Kremer " was killed by the Indians. See Kercheval, His- 
tory 0/ the Valley, ed. 1833, p 128. "It ought to be "above." 
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Bro. Sch nell's Journey to Virginia, from October 
12-December 24, 1749. 

Herewith follows a list of the places and miles which we trav- 
eled: 

Miles. 

From Bethlehem to Lancaster, 70 

To the Susqu^hana, ....... 10 

To Yorktown 12 

To Caspar Schmidt in Canawake, 18 

Across the Mesch Crick and Rock Crick and Middle Crick 

to Jacob Mathias, ....... 35 

To Jacob Woeller at the Monakesy, .... 5 

To Frederickstown, 15 

To George Gump, ........ 4 

Across the mountains and Antidam Crick to Jonathan 

Haeger, 24 

To the Canegetschik River, 5 

Up along the Betomek across the Licken Crick and the 

Knatte Weh, to Carl Bock 25 

To Colonel Crisop, without finding a house and across 

many mountains, the High German, the Fifteen Mile 

Crick and three other cricks, ..... 35 

Across the North Brentch to Urban Craemer, . . .10 

Up along the South Brentch to Math. Joachim, . . 30 
To George Zeh across the Cap [Gap], . . . .12 

Back again to Joachim, . . . . . . .12 

To Michel Stump, ........ 6 

To Anthon Richer and Peter Rith, 9 

To Rogert Dayer (eight miles without a house), . . 15 

To Bastian Huber 6 

Without house to the end of the South Fork and part of 

the way along the Clober Creek to Wulsen [Wilson], 20 

To George Luys [Lewis], a Welshman, .... 17 
Twelve times across the Clober Creek, a pretty bread 

water, to James Scot, ...... 30 

Across Jems Revier [ James River] to Kroffort [Crawford], 13 

6 
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To Justice Robesen 18 

Up along the Catabes [Catawba] Crick to Jacob Herman 

at the New River, 45 

To Jacob Goldman, 15 

Back again to Herman 15 

Back to Jems Revier, to Robert Luhny (?), . . .60 
Across the small and large North River to Robert Elesen 

[Allison] 3° 

To N. Bell 30 

To Franciscus at the Soud Schanathor, .... 30 

To Matthias Schaub, 4 

To Adam Mueller and back again across the river, . . 8 

To Philip Lung and Mesanothen, 16 

To Captain John Funk 20 

Schmidt Stepfa 16 

Benj. Frey 10 

To the old father Funk 10 

Jost Hayd, 15 

Frederickstown [Winchester], 5 

To Watkens Fahry [Watkin's Ferry] at the Betomeck, . 35 

Jonathan Haeger, ........ 7 

Frederickstown in Maryland, ...... 30 

To Jacob Woeller, ... ....15 

To the Susquehana, ....... 10 

Lancaster, ......... 10 

Bethlehem, 70 

In all, 1,040 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 



